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Worship Schedule 

8:15am & 10:45am 

Coffee Hour: 9:15am 

Education Hour: 9:30am 

A Letter of Call is out! That’s exciting! Most exciting! We 
are now . . . . . . waiting . . . . . . for the Bishop to okay 
and sign that Letter of Call . . . . and we are waiting . . . 
. waiting . . . . waiting . . . waiting . . . . for a (positive)  
response from the candidate regarding the desire to have 
him be the settled, called pastor here at First Lutheran 
Church, Morris. 
 
Now, since we haven’t heard any official word, one way 
or another . . . . I hope that my continuing remarks, 
while a bit premature, are never-the-less true and 
accurate! 
 
When Jesus began His public ministry, John the Baptizer 
saw himself in a new light and in a new role. As John is 
quoted as saying in John 3:29c-30 – “. . . my joy has 
been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
John’s role had been to ready the people and prepare the 
way for the coming of Jesus. With Jesus coming on 
board, John saw it as his duty to shed light and attention 
toward Jesus, not himself. In many ways, John’s role was 
a lot like the role we interim pastors live out. We come in 
to prepare the way for someone new, we come to get 
people ready for a new leader/teacher, we ‘come to go/
leave’, we come to help people understand and realize 
that ministry WILL go on – if that be God’s will! 
 
No doubt, your new incoming pastor will be different 
than myself, or Pastor Art or Pastor Ali, or Pastor Todd. 
And that’s OKAY! God has given all of us different gifts 
and talents to share amongst the church. Our differences 
help bring diversity – and strength amongst us. 
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The Southwest Synod encourages all members of 
our congregations, from children to adults, to dig 
deeper into our book of faith, the Bible. The Book of 
Faith Initiative recommends a new model for our 
church—a grass-roots approach embracing a 
common vision in which all are invited to open 
scripture and join the conversation.    

† November 1:  1 Samuel 30 
† November 2:  1 Samuel 31 
† November 3:   2 Samuel 1 
† November 4:   2 Samuel 2 
† November 5:   2 Samuel 3 
† November 6:   2 Samuel 4 
† November 7:   2 Samuel 5 
† November 8:   2 Samuel 6 
† November 9:   2 Samuel 7 
† November 10:  2 Samuel 8 
† November 11:  2 Samuel 9 
† November 12:  2 Samuel 10 
† November 13:  2 Samuel 11 
† November 14:  2 Samuel 12 
† November 15: 2 Samuel 13 
† November 16:  2 Samuel 14 
† November 17:  2 Samuel 15 
† November 18:  2 Samuel 16 
† November 19:  2 Samuel 17 
† November 20:  2 Samuel 18 
† November 21:  2 Samuel 19 
† November 22:  2 Samuel 20 
† November 23:  2 Samuel 21 
† November 24:  2 Samuel 22 
† November 25:  2 Samuel 23 
† November 26:  2 Samuel 24 
† November 27:  1 Kings 1 
† November 28:  1 Kings 2 
† November 29:  1 Kings 3 
† November 30:  1 Kings 4 

Check out the Book of Faith website for the Weekly 
Reflections at www.bookoffaith.org or pick one up on 
the table in the Narthex. 

Yes, your new pastor must increase and I 
must decrease! 
 
While this is how it must be, my decreasing 
importance to you as an (interim) pastor 
doesn’t mean that my love, regard, and my 
respect for you – and the ministry done 
through First Lutheran Church – will diminish in 
any way! I’ve enjoyed the mutual ministry 
we’ve done together, the making of new 
friends, as well as the renewing of an old 
acquaintance (Wanda Dagen and my family 
met each other back around 1994-1995. 
Wanda was my son’s (Josh) first public school 
music/band instructor). I also think of the 
kindness Ward Voorhees showed me by 
hauling me to Douglas Co. Hospital and then 
back to Morris when I has shoulder surgery 
[thanks again, Ward!  : ) ]! 
 
The Church Council has invited me to stay on 
through November (or part there-of) to help 
with the transitioning of your new pastor. This 
will be a fun conclusion to my interim ministry! 
I thank the Church Council, and you – the 
people of First Lutheran – for inviting me to 
join (for a time) in the ministry done here.  
God’s blessings be with you!  I will think of 
you and remember you in my prayers. 
Remember me, and my sons, in yours! May 
you, and your new pastor, be a blessing to 
many! 
 
Sincerely in Christ! 
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Thanksgiving Eve 

Wednesday, November 23rd 
prior to the Thanksgiving 

Eve Worship Service 
 

Bring a pie to share and join us for coffee and 
pie prior to the Thanksgiving Eve service at 
church on Wednesday, November 23rd.   

Join us for a 
Pie Potluck! 

Evening Service 
In the routine of our day to day lives… 

In the busy times… scheduled agendas… 

In the scope of all  
with which we have been blessed… 

 
How important it becomes  

to give God thanks! 

 
Everyone is invited to join us for a special 
evening of Thanksgiving.  Worship will be at 
7:00pm with a time of fellowship and a piece of 
pie prior to worship!  Please take some time 
from your busy schedule to take a moment to 
say “thanks” for all of your blessings.  Donations 
will go to the ELCA World Hunger Relief.   
 

Wednesday, November 23rdWednesday, November 23rdWednesday, November 23rdWednesday, November 23rd    
Worship 7:00pmWorship 7:00pmWorship 7:00pmWorship 7:00pm    
Pie & Fellowship  

prior to worship at 6:00pm 
 

 

 
Annual Ecumenical  

Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

For 12 years, area churches have co-sponsored a 
free turkey dinner with all the trimmings on 
Thanksgiving Day.  This event may not happen 
this year, unless a coordinator is found! If you are 
willing to help out, or if you have questions, 
please call Teresa Fults at 320-589-4499. 
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Fast Food Sunday 

Sunday, November 27th 

After celebrating Thanksgiving and enjoying a 
traditional feast, it is time to direct our thoughts to 
those less fortunate.  We encourage you to take part in 
our annual Fast Food Sunday challenge.  Set aside the 
amount of money you would spend on a fast food meal 
and donate it to feed the hungry. 
 

Make checks payable to First Lutheran Church and seal 
it in the special Fast Food Sunday envelope included 
with your offering envelope booklet.  Donations will go 
to the Steven’s County Food Shelf. 
 

“Super Size” The Challenge! 
Not only donate the money you would have spent on a 
fast food meal, but actually skip the meal and… 
 

Pray for the world’s hungry. 
Talk about hunger as a family. 

Make this a learning experience. 
“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me.”          -Matthew 25:35 

November events 

Have you lost a loved one over the course of this last 
year?   We would like to help!   

 
You are invited to a special luncheon at First Lutheran 
Church on Wednesday, November 16th at noon.  
We will meet in the Journey Room.  The pastors and 
the Parish Nurses will be offering you some helpful 
suggestions and advice on making this holiday season 
a little easier as well as more meaningful.  There is no 
cost.  Please contact Rita at the church office if you 
are interested in attending. 

Silent Auction 
 

Congregational Life will 
also be sponsoring its 
annual Silent Basket 
Auction, which wil l 
conclude the night of the 
fall dinner.  Come check 
out the baskets located on 
the lower level Narthex 
area. 
 

Bidding will open on Sunday, October 23rd 
and will conclude the night of the 
Scandinavian Heritage Dinner on 
Wednesday, November 2nd. 

    

Scandinavian Scandinavian Scandinavian Scandinavian 
Heritage DinnerHeritage DinnerHeritage DinnerHeritage Dinner    
and Silent Auctionand Silent Auctionand Silent Auctionand Silent Auction    

    

Wednesday, November 2nd 
serving from 4:00-7:00pm 

 

Featuring lutefisk with butter, meatballs & 
gravy, potatoes,baked squash, lefse, flat 
bread & rye bread, rice cream or almond 

cake, rosettes, spritz and krumkake. 
 

Tickets:  Adults $15, Youth (ages 5-10) 
$10, Children 4 & under—Free 
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The start of the 2011-2012 New Wine season is 
underway! This year’s troupe will put on a production 
entitled “Once Upon a Parable” and tour to Chicago in 
June. 
 

Wanna be a part of New Wine’s 2011-2012 troupe?  All 
9th-12th graders are invited to come to one of the 
auditions times with your forms filled out and a $50 
deposit. (Information packets can be picked up in the 
church office) 

Auditions 
Sunday, November 6th at 7pm  

OR 
Sunday, November 13th at 5pm 

 

PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE!!! 

Rehearsal scheduleRehearsal scheduleRehearsal scheduleRehearsal schedule    
    

Sunday, November 20 7pm  Everyone 
Sunday, November 27 NO REHEARSAL 
Sunday, December 4  7pm Everyone 
Sunday, December 11  3pm Christmas Show 
    5pm  Christmas Cotillion 
Sunday, December 18 7pm Rehearsal 
Sunday, January 15  7pm Rehearsal 
Sunday, January 22  7pm Rehearsal 
Saturday, January 28 9am Rehearsal 
Sunday, January 29  New Wine Sunday  

Confirmation Schedule  

November & December  

Date Time Event 

Wed., Nov 9 5:30-7:15pm Confirmation Classes 

Wed., Nov 16 5:30-7:15pm Confirmation Classes 

Fri.-Sat.,  
Nov 18-19 

 Jr. High Youth 
Gathering in Willmar 

Wed., Dec 7 5:30-6:15pm Confirmation Classes 

Wed., Dec 14 5:30-6:15pm Confirmation Classes 

Wed., Nov 30 5:30-6:15pm Confirmation Classes 

Meal 

Siegel 
& Abler 

Pizza 

 

No 
meal 

No 
meal 

No 
meal 

ssssunday schoolunday schoolunday schoolunday school    
HappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappenings    

Education 

Let the Journey Begin! 

Multi-generational Coffee Hour 
Please join us Sunday, November 13th at 
9:30am in the fellowship hall for a multi-
generational coffee hour.  The Sunday School 
children will be singing and would love for you to 
join them for both some edible and non-edible 
crafts! 
 

No Sunday school on November 27th 
due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Sunday School  
Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 18th at 4pm 
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Poinsettias 

Poinsettias 
Once again we will be having a Poinsettia 
Garden around our altar to decorate for 
Christmas.  If you would like to order a plant to 
contribute to this garden, please fill out this 
form and return it to the church office by 
Thanksgiving.  Your poinsettia may be in 
memory of or in honor of a loved one.  The 
plants will decorate the sanctuary during the 
Christmas season and may be picked up after 
the Christmas Eve services are finished.   
 
Poinsettia Plant  ($12.00)   _______   (Quantity) 
 
In loving memory of: 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Or… In honor of: 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Given by: 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Please note:  if you wish to keep your poinsettia 
plant, it can be picked up after the Christmas 
Eve Service.  Any plants left at the church after 
January 3rd will be disposed of.  
 

Order Deadline: November 28th 

Friday, 
Friday, 
Friday, 
Friday,     Nov 18th

Nov 18th
Nov 18th
Nov 18th    7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm    

Theatre 

As always…. 

free admission  

and free popcorn!  

Invite your friends 

for a night 

 at the movies! 

This Emmy-winning HBO film based on a true story 
follows white surgeon Alfred Blalock (Alan Rickman) 
and his black assistant, Vivien Thomas (Mos Def), 
who teamed in the 1940s to develop a procedure to 
save children suffering from a heart defect. But 
Thomas's status as a second-class citizen prevented 
him from getting recognition, as Blalock took all the 
credit. Their relationship, while close, was 
complicated by the social realities of the time. 
Not-rated (2004)  117 minutes 

MMMMADEADEADEADE    

SSSSOMTHINGOMTHINGOMTHINGOMTHING    

THE THE THE THE LLLLORDORDORDORD    



Parish Nurse News 

Dizziness has many 
causes.  Fortunately, 
most dizziness is mild, 
brief and harmless.  It 
can be caused by main 
t h i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
medications, infections 
and stress.  The word 
“d izz iness”  actua l ly 
d e s c r i b e s  v a r i o u s 
sensations. 
 

Vertigo and Imbalance 
Vertigo is the sensation that you or your 
surroundings are rotating.  You may feel that the 
room is spinning, or you many sense the rotation 
within your own head or body.  Vertigo usually is 
associated with problems in your inner ear.  The 
inner ear has an ultrasensitive device for sensing 
movement.  Viral illness, trauma or other disturbance 
can result in the device sending a false message to 
your brain.   
 
Imbalance is the sensation that you must touch or 
hold onto something to maintain your balance.  
Severe imbalance may make it difficult to stand 
without falling. 
 

Light-Headedness and Fainting 
Light-headedness includes feelings of being woozy, 
floating or near-fainting.  Fainting is a sudden, brief 
loss of consciousness.  It occurs when your brain 
doesn’t receive enough blood and oxygen it carries.  
Although frightening, fainting generally isn’t a reason 
for alarm.  Once you are laying flat, blood flows to 
your brain and you regain consciousness within 
about a minute.  Fainting may be caused by medical 
disorders, including heart disease, severe coughing 
spells and circulatory problems.  In other cases, 
fainting may be related to the following: 

♦ Medications for high blood pressure and erratic 
heartbeats 

        Dizziness and Dizziness and Dizziness and Dizziness and 
FaintingFaintingFaintingFainting    
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♦ Excessive sweating that results in loss of sodium 
and dehydration 

♦ Extreme fatigue 
♦ Upsetting news or an unexpected or unusual 

stress such as the sight of blood 
 

♦ A rapid drop in blood pressure, called postural 
hypotension, occurs when you get up quickly 
from a sitting or reclining position.  Everyone 
experiences this reaction to a mild degree.  You 
feel light-headed or slightly faint, and it usually 
passes within seconds.  When it leads to fainting 
or blackouts, it’s more serious.  It often occurs 
after a hot bath or in people taking medications 
to control blood pressure. 

♦ If you vision darkens or you feel faint, lower your 
head.  Lie down and elevate your legs slightly to 
return blood to the heart.  If you can’t lie down, 
lean forward and put your head between your 
legs. 

 

Prevention  
♦ Stand and change positions slowly—particularly 

when turning from side to side or when changing 
from lying down to standing.  Before standing up 
in the morning, sit on the edge of the bed for a 
few minutes. 

♦ Stand still for a minute or two before you start to 
walk. 

♦ Pace yourself.  Take breaks when you are active 
in heat and humidity.  Dress appropriate to the 
conditions to avoid overheating. 

♦ Drink enough fluids to avoid dehydration and 
assure good curculation. 

♦ Avoid smoking, alcohol and illegal drugs. 
♦ Don’t drive a car or operate dangerous 

equipment if you feel dizzy. 
♦ Don’t climb or descend staircases. 
♦ Check medications.  You may need to ask your 

doctor about adjustments. 
 
Your’s in Christ’s healing, 
Vicki Maanum, RN & Kristi Abler, RN 
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Support Missionary For A Day 

and honor a loved one ~ $15.00/day 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor Dirk, Sarah, Eva and Ellen Stadtlander are ELCA 
missionaries serving in Senegal.  They were called to 
missionary service in 2005 after Dirk’s graduation from 
Wartburg Seminary. The Stadtlanders moved to Dakar, 
Senegal where they began work with Lutheran Christians.  
In the spring of 2007 they were reassigned to Linguere, 
Senegal where they  work with the Fulbe Christians in the 
area. Through our support they are able to share the Word 
and support  families and friends in West Africa! 

Missionary for the day 

Oct 1 In memory of Bernice Luthi from Mary Ann Scharf 
Oct 2 In memory of my aunt & uncle Harold & Alice Eidsvold 
    from Gary Eidsvold 
Oct 4 In memory of Slim Hokanson 
Oct 5 In honor of Nina Overland’s birthday from Dick & Audre 
Oct 6 In honor of Sylvia Yarger 
Oct 7 In memory of Don Fellows from his family 
Oct 8 In memory of Rita’s mother from Jim & Marian Thraen 
Oct 9 In memory of Slim Hokanson from his family 
Oct 10 In memory of loved ones from Gary & Deb Brunko 
Oct 11 In honor of Jo Solvie’s birthday from Dick & Audre 
Oct 12 In honor of Sylvia Yarger’s 90th birthday 
Oct 13 In memory of Bernice Luthi from Doug & Sharon Ehlers 
Oct 14 In memory of Slim Hokanson 
Oct 15 In memory of Don Huebner from Irene Henjum 
Oct 16 In honor of Sylvia Yarger 
Oct 17 In memory of Ione Sparby from Mary Ann Scharf 
Oct 18 In memory of Mike Sparby’s mother   
    from Evelyn Warnes 
Oct 19 In memory of Mike Sparby’s mother from Arlene Fellows 
Oct 20 In memory of Don Huebner from Arlene Fellows 
Oct 21 In memory of Don Huebner from Allan & Liz Harris 
Oct 22 In honor of Sylvia Yarger’s 90th birthday 
Oct 23 In memory of Don Huebner from Evelyn Warnes 
Oct 24 In memory of Slim Hokanson 
Oct 25 In memory of Mike Sparby’s mother from Sylvia Yarger 
Oct 26 In honor of Sylvia Yarger 
Oct 27 In honor of Jo Solvie’s birthday from Sylvia Yarger 
Oct 28 In memory of Slim Hokanson 
Oct 29 In memory of Don Huebner from Barry & Nancy Erdahl 
Oct 30 In memory of Don Huebner from Leon & Marilyn Smith 

Mission Action 
Would you like to be involved in sharing with 
those less fortunate?  Check out the following! 
 
♦ HopeLine:  they collect cell phones for victims of 

domestic violence 
♦ Project Linus:  provide security blankets for 

seriously ill children 
♦ AIDS/Hospice Kits 
♦ International Christian Literature Distributors 
♦ Phebe Hospital Layettes:  for Phebe Lutheran 

Hospital in Liberia 
♦ Marie Sandvick Center:  collect numerous needed 

items 
♦ Support our troops with a touch of home by 

collecting gift boxes for them 
♦ Operation Bootstrap, Africa:  collect school items 

to be delivered in luggage of travelers 
♦ ASK (Adults Saving Kids) 
 
Prayerfully consider helping with one of these 
projects.  You will have a great feeling in your heart.  
For more information on these great projects, please 
contact Carol Voorhees at 795-2570  

First Lutheran 
provided the following 
items for Lutheran 
World Relief 

♦ 54 quilts 
♦ 36 school kits 
♦ 12 baby quilts 

Loading the Lutheran World Relief truck 

Kitchen 
Cleaning Crew 
Those that helped 
out with the Kitchen 
cleaning on Sept 29th 
were:  Nina Overland, 
Marilyn Allen, Cheryl 
Higgins, Carol Voorhees & Marlene Seip.  Kitchen 
cleaning is always held on the 5th Thursday of the 
month….the next one is on December 29th.  All are 
welcome to come and lend a hand! 
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The Stadtlander StoryThe Stadtlander StoryThe Stadtlander Story   
Volume 7, Issue 1        A newsletter of  a missionary family in West Africa       October 2011 

 
 

A Sobering ReturnA Sobering ReturnA Sobering ReturnA Sobering Return 

 Waiting during a long layover at 
Washington Dulles, we checked e-mail using 
the airport’s free wi-fi service. It was bad news 
from Senegal, and we hadn’t even gotten there 
yet. The nine-year-old daughter of Honoré 
Badiane, EELS employee in Yeumbeul, where 
we lived for a year, had died from a severe 
case of malaria. We didn’t know Anne-Marie 
very well, but Honoré is a dear friend, and our 
hearts broke for him. In the day and a half we 
spent in Dakar before returning home to 
Linguere, we were able to attend Anne-
Marie’s funeral and grieve with Honoré and his family. 
  It was the first funeral I, Sarah, had attended in Senegal. I didn’t know what to 
expect. Nearly everyone was dressed in white, for resurrection. I found this uplifting and 
hopeful. We filed past the body as we entered the church. As the service started the coffin 
was nailed shut before it was brought to the front. The sound echoed through the church. 
It was so final. And all I could think was, “This shouldn’t have happened.” 
 Malaria is preventable and treatable, but it’s also fast-acting and sometimes 
deadly. That little girls like Anne-Marie still die from it is tragic. Africa is so large, and 
the problem often seems too big to tackle. Malaria should and can be eradicated. We are 
truly hopeful about large initiatives like the work the Gates Foundation is doing and the 
ELCA’s Malaria Campaign. We encourage you to make sure your congregation is 
participating in the ELCA’s malaria campaign. Get your Sunday School kids involved, 
take a noisy offering, save some lives. It’s worth it. “Enough is enough!” 

 

HomeHomeHomeHome----Assignment 2011Assignment 2011Assignment 2011Assignment 2011    
 Our Home Assignment is over and we’re back to work in Senegal! We spent two 
months or so making over 20 church visits, attending Summer Missionary Conference in 
Kenosha, WI, and taking care of doctor and dentist appointments.  We managed to 



squeeze about a month of vacation in as well, spending time with family and friends 
and packing as many fun-filled activities as possible into our short time stateside. As 
usual, it’s a wonderful time, but always very busy. We are glad to be back home and 
settling into “life as normal,” if there is such a thing. 
 Rainy season is slowly drying up, temperatures are starting to fall (we’re being 
optimistic), and the girls are off to school for the beginning of the Senegalese school 
year.  Unfortunately we’ve come back to a lot of things not working, such as our 
vehicle, our freezer, and the internet at Dirk’s office. Dirk managed to get the internet 
up and running, but the other two are still in the works. Your prayers are welcome. It’s 
good, however, to reconnect with the people we missed for the last 3 months. Power 
cuts have been much less since we left in June, and settling back into our own house is 
a great feeling. We’re hoping for a good school year for the girls and a productive time 
for the Linguere Parish of the Lutheran Church of Senegal. 

 
 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
Thank you for sharing the gifts that God has given you with us in Global Mission. 
Especially as we have recently returned from our home-assignment we appreciate 
that your support allows us to “tell the story” instead of “search for dollars” as 
missionary colleagues from other churches need to do. THANK YOU!  
 
For more information about giving globally through the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, please contact: 
 
The Reverend Twila Schock 
Director for Global Mission Support 
8765 W. Higgins Rd.             (800) 638 - 3522 
Chicago, IL 60631      Twila.Schock@elca.org 
        www.elca.org/globalmissionsupport  
 
 
 
Our contact information: 
 Mail: 
 Dirk STADTLANDER 
 BP 41 
 Linguère 
 SENEGAL 
 E-mail: 
 dirknsarah@hotmail.com 
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Worship servants 

Sunday, November 6 
Lectors:  8:15am—Karen Bolling  
 10:45am—Roger Boleman 
Ushers:   8:15am—  
 10:45am—Arlene Fellows, Roger & Joan Boleman, 
   Nancy Grotjohn  
Communion Servers:   8:15am—Randy & Bobbi Jo Staples  
Communion Preparer:  8:15am—Marilyn Allen  
Acolytes:  8:15am—Justine & John Huebner  
     10:45am—Brenna Monroe & Joel Harrison 
Videographer:  10:45am—Marty & Matt Ohren  
Nursery Attendant:  10:45am—Jone Anderson  
Coffee Hour:  9:15am—  
 

Sunday, November 13—UMM Sunday 
Lectors:  8:15am—Dorwin Tschetter    
 10:45am—Vicki Dalager 
Ushers:   8:15am—John & Tabitha Amundson  
 10:45am—  
Communion Servers:   10:45am—  
Communion Preparer:  10:45am—  
Acolytes:  8:15am—Carter Amundson & Cody Beyer  
     10:45am—Tahni Jungst & Haley Rohloff 
Videographer:  10:45am—Rich & Kendra Buro  
Nursery Attendant:  10:45am—  
Coffee Hour:  9:15am—Emilie Brustuen & Mary Krattenmaker 
Potluck Set-up/Clean-up   
 12:00pm—Dennis Johnson, Steve & Jill VanKempen, 
   Amy Stallman, Jenni Hintz 
 

Sunday, November 20  
Lectors:  8:15am—Kristin Ohren  
 10:45am—Bob Dalager 
Ushers:   8:15am—Jim & Peg Wellendorf  
 10:45am—Scott & Kelli Hentges  
Communion Servers:   8:15am—Judy Buro, Mark Gunderson  
Communion Preparer:  8:15am—Marilyn Allen  
Acolytes:  8:15am—Beth Holland & Gabriel Sparby   
     10:45am—Noah Grove & Andrew Ulrich 
Videographer:  10:45am—Steve Wagner  
Nursery Attendant:  10:45am—  
Coffee Hour:  9:15am—Nancy Grotjohn & Jenni Hintz  

Attention Charity Service Group! 
 

November is your service group month to help out as 
ushers, communion preparers, greeters, nursery 

attendants and coffee hour servers.  Please check 
with your service group chairpersons:  

Jone Anderson at 589-2559 
Karen Ritter at 589-2927 

to see if there are any areas that need to be filled in.   
Thank you!  Your help is very much appreciated! 

Wednesday, November 23 (Thanksgiving Eve) 
Ushers:   7:00pm—Tom & Nancy Grotjohn  
Acolytes:  7:00pm—Garner Swenson & Cole Watzke  
Nursery Attendant:  7:00pm—  
 
Sunday, November 27 
Lectors:  8:15am—Liz Harris  
  10:45am—Jim Wellendorf 
Ushers:   8:15am—John & Tabatha Amundson  
 10:45am—  
Communion Servers:   10:45am—David & Yvonne Evenson  
Communion Preparer:   10:45am—Marilyn Allen 
Acolytes:  8:15am—Blake Amundson & Max Jerke  
     10:45am—Austin & Blaine Hills 
Videographer:  10:45am—Tom Grotjohn  
Nursery Attendant:  10:45am—  
Coffee Hour:  9:15am—Emilie Brustuen & Heidi Suess 
 
Wednesday, November 30 
Ushers:   7:00pm—Kevin Stallman, Tom & Nancy Grotjohn  
Nursery Attendant:  7:00pm—  
 
 
 

Thanks to the Hope Service Group 
for their upcoming help during the month of December as 
coffee hour servers, nursery attendants, greeters, ushers 
and communion preparers. 

Your help is much appreciated. Please take a moment to 
sign up on the bulletin board near the church office. 
Others are always welcome to serve if they wish. Please 
extend an invitation to your friends and family! 

Mary Anderson 
Steve & Connie Anderson 
Nicole Bakker 
Doug Beyer 
Karen Bolling 
Sarah Buchanan 
Matt & Marisa Carlson 
Dolores Crow 
LeAnn Dean 
Gary & Darlene Drum 
Barry & Nancy Erdahl 
Denise & Laurie  
   Feuchtenberger 
Jenna Forslin 
Mark Gunderson 
Steve & Diane Hammond 
David & Jamey Harrison 
Cheryl Higgins 

Holly Johnson 
Steve & Michelle Just 

Joyce Kill 
Betty Kolden 

Joel & Kristi Krusemark 
Sarah Larson 

Ryan & Stacey Mogard 
Herb & Marlene Nelson 

Mark & Penny Nemmers 
Hugh Reimers 

Raelene Reimers 
Charles & Marlene Seip 

Randy & Bobbi Jo Staples 
Todd & Angie Staples 

Myron & Marilyn Syverson 
Cheryl Voorhees 

Bob & Janice Waller 
Evelyn Warnes 

12  



13  

Council Highlights 
First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

October 11, 2011 
 
Members Present:  Kyle Kepner, Rhonda Lair, Deb Brunko, 
Dave Jungst, Jim Wellendorf, Mark Mattheis, Nicole Bakker, 
Ray Bowman, Tom Grotjohn, Bob Heck.  Members Absent:  
Linda Holland (excused).  Staff Present:  Pastor Ken. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Motion made by Jim, seconded by 
Rhonda and carried to approve the minutes from the last 
meeting. 
 
Treasurers’s Report:  Treasurer’s report was reviewed.  
Current balance is negative $3,200.82. 
 
Staff Report:  Pastor Ken reported that confirmation is 
going well.  Oct 16th the congregation will be presented the 
Servant of Christ award by Pastor Richard Anderson from 
LSS at both services, he will also be preaching.  
Approximately 8 students have signed up for the Jr. High 
synod retreat that is coming up in November. 
 
Committee Reports: 

♦ Property  –  Mark Mattheis has checked with the 
Hokanson family and the balance of the money from the 
stained glass window fund is to be used for any other 
building repairs that the property committee feels need to 
be done.  A quote of $5395.00 has been received for 
replacing the windows in the bell tower.  A motion was 
made by Tom and seconded by Jim and carried to go 
ahead with this project, with the money to come from the 
stained glass window fund.  A motion was made by Mark 
and seconded by Nikki to pay for painting the sanctuary 
in the amount of $3905.00 from the stained glass window 
fund.  The front step project will not be done this year, 
some patching will be done before winter to get us 
through until the contractor has time next year to do the 
project. 

♦ Education – Meeting on Oct. 13th. 
♦ Stewardship – Prepared third quarter statements.  Set 

Nov. 20 as the date for First Fruits giving cards to be 
returned, materials to go out with November newsletter.  
Decided to distribute Time and Talent sheets again on 
Sunday, Oct. 16 in order to obtain more returns. 

♦ Worship & Music – Discussed Reformation Sunday 
Breakfast and Advent.  Also discussed how to get coffee 
hour fellowship back. 

♦ Youth – no report 
♦ Congregational Life – Basket Auction, food safety 

training.  131 new chairs for the fellowship hall have been 
ordered.  There will be a pie potluck for Thanksgiving Eve 
service.  Discussion held regarding an Advent Supper 
maybe Nov. 30th. 

♦ Mission & Evangalism – no committee 

A quote in the amount of $1470.00 was received from Kieffer 
Electric for some electrical repairs that need to be done for 
the insurance company.  A motion made by Mark, seconded 
by Tom and carried to pay for the repairs from the Koch 
estate. 
 
Congregational communication was discussed. 
 
A request has been made for two new electric roasters for 
the kitchen and to have the ovens at the church and Common 
Cup calibrated.  Motion was made by Mark and seconded by 
Nikki and carried to appropriate money for calibrating the 
ovens and purchasing 2 new roasters before the fall dinner. 
 
Interim process update – Interim candidate is on hold.  
Pastor Ken will be with us through November.  We will revisit 
the FTE position once a lead Pastor is hired.  Sharing a youth 
coordinator is also on hold. 
 
Call Committee update – If the vote passes on Oct. 16, Pastor 
Erdal will start November 1st. 
 
Motion made by Ray and seconded by Bob and carried to add 
a line item, contingent on the vote, for a HRA (Health 
Reimbursement Account) for Pastor Erdal. 
 
Jim gave a property insurance update. 
 
Motion made by Mark, seconded by Dave and carried to 
approve the minutes of the special council meeting of 
October 2, 2011. 
 
Mark and Rhonda have been appointed tellers for tallying the 
votes from the Congregational meeting of October 16th. 
 
As of January we will have 3 openings on the church council.  
We ask that you prayerfully consider helping your church in 
this way. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer was recited in unison. Meeting adjourned at 
8:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Brunko, Council Secretary 

First Lutheran Church Minutes  
Special Congregational Meeting:   October 16, 2011 

 
Special Congregational Meeting was called to order at 
9:45am to vote on Candidate Pastor Paul Erdal for First 
Lutheran’s call and compensation package for Pastor Erdal. 
 
Ballots were handed out.  Ballots were collected and tallied. 
 
For Pastor’s call: Yes—107  Compensation Package: Yes—99
    No—6          No—14 



  Actual for 
September 

Actual for year 

Offerings $22,647.26 $198,008.44 

Expenses $24,786.77 $203,795.83 

Offerings minus 
Expenses 

($2,139.51) ($5,787.39) 
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Etcetera  

What is Simply Giving? 
Have you ever written a check to First Lutheran and 
left it at home on the kitchen counter, or been away 
for a while and gotten behind on your support? 
SIMPLY GIVING is a convenient, safe and simple way 
to make your offerings to First Lutheran easier by 
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT). 
 
Simply complete and return the enrollment form  
along with a voided check or savings deposit ticket. 
Place it in an envelope and place in the offering plate 
or drop it off at the office during the week.  

at First? 
 

All-Committee Night  
Tuesday, November 1st Tuesday, November 1st Tuesday, November 1st Tuesday, November 1st     

at 6:45pmat 6:45pmat 6:45pmat 6:45pm    
Worship & Music Committee at 6:00pm 

    

Council Members Needed 
All those interested in being a First Lutheran 
Council member for 2012 are encouraged to 
contact Kyle Kepner, or the church office.   
 

Annual Reports Due! 
A reminder to all those that need to turn in 
committee reports or financial reports for the 2011 
Annual Report that it is soon that time of year 
again!  Reports need to be turned into the church 
office by December 30th! 

FIRST FRUITSFIRST FRUITSFIRST FRUITSFIRST FRUITS        
INTENTION CARDS INTENTION CARDS INTENTION CARDS INTENTION CARDS 
AND ENVELOPESAND ENVELOPESAND ENVELOPESAND ENVELOPES    

 
Enclosed with this newsletter are First 
Fruits intention cards and envelopes for your 2012 
support of First Lutheran and its wider mission. 
  
Please fill out the card, keep the smaller portion 
for your records, and seal the card in the envelope 
provided.  Then address the envelope to yourself 
and return it with your church offering on Nov. 13 
or Nov. 20.  The envelopes will not be opened, but 
will be saved and mailed out to you at this time 
next year, as a reminder of your intention. 
  
These cards are not used for the budgeting 
process.  The annual budget is set based on the 
prior years of giving.  Your First Fruits 
commitment, or intention, is to be a reflection of 
your own relationship with God, the creator and 
sustainer of all things. 
  
THANK YOU for your ongoing support of God's 
work in the world through First Lutheran Church! 
  
The Stewardship Committee 
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First Extra’s 
Soap Drive—Lutheran World Relief 
NEEDED—COMERCIALLY WRAPPED BARS OF 
SOAP.  The soap is used overseas for schools, 

hospitals, clinics, households and refugee camps.  
This is an ongoing drive, so please continue to 
donate. Collection basket is located on the table in 
the Narthex.  Thank you! 
 
Zipporah Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, 
November 15th at 7:00pm at the home of LaVonne 
Watson. 
 

Christmas Dinner Help Needed!  The 8th 
Annual First Lutheran Christmas Community Dinner 
will once again be held on Christmas Day.  Your help 
and support is needed to make this event a success.  
For more information, or to volunteer please call Pat 
Mumm at 320-392-5451. 
 
5th Annual Morris Life Care Pregnancy 

Center’s Italian Dinner & Silent Auction will be held 
on Sunday, November 6th from 4:30-7:30pm at the 
Assumption Church Fellowship Hall.  Freewill offering 
appreciated.  Supplemental funding provided by 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Stevens Co. Chapter 
#31318. 
 
Office Closed  The church office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 24th and Friday, November 25th 
for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Nothing But Nets Malaria is a disease caused by 
a parasite from infected mosquitoes.  This disease 
claims lives, fuels poverty and causes needless 
suffering.  Through the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, 
you can help the world’s poorest people protect 
themselves from this devastating disease.  A $10.00 
donation covers the cost of one insecticide treated 
mosquito net and malaria prevention education for a 
small family in Africa.  One net will cover 4 people.  
Donations to this cause can be placed in the donation 
box located on the lower level. 

On behalf of the Morris Area Schools, we would 
like to thank you for your support of the HS 
Student Council Backpack Project with your 
donation of $250.00.  Thank you for supporting 
the Morris Area School District 

—Morris Area School Board 
 

Thank you for your recent gift of $1,949.15 to the 
ELCA Disaster Response.  Your gift means the 
church can continue to respond efficiently and 
effectively to disasters that have already occurred 
and can stand ready for those that may come in 
the future. 

—The Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 

 
Thank you for your recent gift of $250.00 to ELCA 
Missionary Sponsorship.  Your generosity is 
appreciated now more than ever. 

—Pastor Twila Schock 
Director, Missionary Sponsorship & Global Appeals 

Remember!    
Daylight saving time 

ends on November 6th.  
Set your clock back 1 hour. 

For every piece of  
returned mail, we are  
charged .50 cents.   
If you have moved,  
please call us  
(320-589-3242) or email us at 
(office@firstlutheranmorris.org)  
with your new address!  Thank you! 
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November Birthdays 

1) Scott Staples, Jacob Just 
2) Vicki Dalager, Jenna Forslin 
3) Martha Hood, Micah Ulrich, Ryan Watzke 
4) Gregg Bjerk 
5) Lawrence Hansen, Katie Monroe, Verna 

Sharstrom 
6) Heidi Suess 
7) Cody Beyer, Arlis Kloos, Matthew Ohren, 

Christopher Rach 
8) Christopher Wagner  
9) Heather Kepner 
10) David Overland, Ethan Pedersen, Bill Schuelke 
11) Evelyn Beyer, Brad Halbe 
12) Marisa Carlson, Ivan Dalseide, Isabel Fynboh, 

Irene Henjum, Richard Smith, Rachel Wagner 
13) Peggy Lussenden, Dorothy Minners, Robert 

Staples 
14) Tahni Jungst, Brandon Olhoft 
15) Angela Staples, Sherman Waage 
16) Shannon Dougherty, Darlene Olen, James 

Quisberg, Erik Rundquist 
17) Steve Hable, Christopher Siegel 
18) Ryan Bowman, Sherri Okeson, Robert 

Thompson 
19) Rachel Dudding 
20) Scott Larson, Eric Olness 
21) Marilyn Smith 
22) Karen Ritter 
23) Laura Peterson, Ethan Heck 
24) Steve Hammond 
25) Jeffrey Anderson, Nicholas Morgan Lembcke, 

Mary Anne Quisberg, Marilyn Syverson 
26) Michael Peterson 
28) Michael Reynolds, Priscilla Wood, Ray Johnson 
29) Greta Evavold, Skip Maanum, James Overland, 

Jaden Ross, Alyssa Wagner 

Mark Chapter 4  

ACROSS 
1. dirt 
4. seeds that fall in good 

soil yield this much 
7. harassment 
10. takes away the word 
12. people may do this 

but not perceive 
13. believe 
15. relating to 
16. where Jesus taught 
19. yield 
20. you don't put a lamp 

under this 
22. unproductive 
23. whoever has these, 

let him hear 

DOWN 
2. add to 
3. happiness 
5. trial 
6. pleasure 
7. die 
8. desires 
9. comprehend 
11. instructor 
14. story 
17. to obstruct growth, 

development 
18. deepness 
21. kills seeds without 

roots 

Answers  
ACROSS 
1. soil 4. thirtyfold 7. persecution 10. Satan 12. see 
13. accept 15. concerning 16. sea 19. harvest 20. bed 
22. unfruitful 23. ears 
DOWN 
2. increase 3. joy 5. tribulation 6. delight 7. perish 
8. cares 9. understand 11. teacher 14. parable 17. choke 
18. depth 21. sun 

Last Things 
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Chosen by Christ; Empowered to Serve  
 
 

 

Address:  200 East Fifth Street 
   Morris, MN  56267 
Web page: www.FirstLutheranMorris.org 
E-mail: office@firstlutheranmorris.org 
Phone: 320-589-3242 

Worship Services: 
Sundays at 8:15am & 10:45am 

Holy Communion served each Sunday 
at one of the services.  Please see calendar. 

 

Televised Services: 3:00pm  
on Monday and Thursday on Channel 6 or 8 

Pastor Ken Bowman 
Missionaries—Dirk and Sarah Stadtlander  

Rita Bye—Office Manager 
Mark Gunderson—Custodian  

Kate Livingston—Financial Secretary  
Deb Mahoney—Organist 

Denise Odello—Contemporary Worship Team Director  
Wanda Dagen—Choir Director  

Kristi Abler, RN & Vicki Maanum, RN—Parish Nurses  

ken@firstlutheranmorris.org 
dirknsarah@hotmail.com 
office@firstlutheranmorris.org 
 
finsec@firstlutheranmorris.org 
 
 
 



2012 First Fruits Giving 
through First Lutheran Church 

 
I/We intend to give this year to the General Fund 
 
 $_______________ Weekly    Monthly     Yearly  
      (circle one) 
 
 
______________________________________ (your signature) 

Instructions: 
 

1. Please consider prayerfully your support for your church and fill in 
the amount you intend to give. 

2. Cut this form in the two places indicated. 
3. Place the top portion in the blank envelope provided and seal it. 
4. Address the front of the envelope to yourself with complete 

mailing address. 
5. Place the bottom “reminder” portion with your offering envelopes. 
6. Please bring your sealed envelope with the filled out First Fruits 

Giving form to worship on either November 14 or November 21. 
7. These envelopes will be brought to the altar for prayer and then 

kept sealed until they are returned (unopened) to you late next 
year. 

cut here 

cut here 

Reminder 
 

This portion of the First Fruits Giving form can be placed in your box 
of offering envelopes as a way to remember the commitment you 
have made. 

 
I/We intend to give through First Lutheran Church 
 
 $_______________ Weekly    Monthly     Yearly  
      (circle one) 


